s long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.” (Mark 2:19)

This evening, Forgiveness Vespers begins
the Great Fast. Texts from the propers of Ves-

pers include the following:

Entering into the arena of the Holy
Fast, let us make every effort to humble
our flesh by abstinence; in prayer and
with tears let us seek the Lord our Sav-
ior, and, that we might turn away from
our evil deeds, let us say to Him: we have
sinned against You, O Christ our King,
save us as You saved the Ninevites of old,
and in Your goodness, grant us a share in
the kingdom of heaven.

When I see my deeds that deserve
such punishment, I am without hope,
O Lord; for I have disobeyed Your holy
commandments, and I have led a foolish

life. Therefore, I beseech You: purify me
in the waters of repentance by fasting and
prayer, O Savior, full of goodness; do not
reject me, O Benefactor of the Universe.

Let us begin the time of this bright
fast, giving ourselves over to spiritual
struggle. Let us sanctify our soul and pu-
rify our flesh. Let us not fast only from
food; let us also abstain from every pas-
sion and cultivate spiritual virtues. And
let us faithfully preservere in this, so that
we may be worthy to see the holy passion
of Christ our God and the joy of His holy
Resurrection.

Text from the Lenten Triodion,
Sisters of Saint Basil, Uniontown, PA.
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PATRONAGE OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH - BALTIMORE
1260 Stevens Avenue, Arbutus, MD 21227-2644
www.patronagechurch.com / Facebook: Patronagechurch
patronage.church@gmail.com
Office: (410) 247-4936

Administrator: Very Rev. Vasyl Symyon Phone: 412-713-4520
Email: vasyl.symyon@gmail.com Cantor: Michael Kulka
Rev. Deacon Anthony Kotlar, Sr. Cantor: Joseph Kotlar, Sr.
Email: Kotlar@alum.mit.edu Cantor: Anne Marie Kotlar
Office Assistant: Sharon Kotula; Email: d.kotula@comcast.net

Patronage Church at Hagerstown:

St. Augustine Catholic Church: 32 E. Potomac St., Williamsport, MD 21795
Contact: Adam and Lauren Myers: (301) 791-0930/axxearp@yahoo.com
Divine Liturgy Schedule: Saturday, February 21st; at 4:00pm

PATRONAGE CHURCH SERVICES SCHEDULE

Date Time Service Intention
Sunday of Cheesefare/ 9:00am Divine Liturgy For the Repose of the Soul of:
Sunday of Forgiveness +Eva Symyon
2.15.2026 Offered by: The Family
Friday 6:00pm | Presanctified Liturgy | For the Health and Salvation of Parishioners
2.20.2026
1st Sunday of the Great Fast/ 9:00am Divine Liturgy For the Repose of the Soul of:
Sunday of Orthodoxy Blessing of Icons +Dorothy Gaydos
2.22.2026 Offered by: Daniel Gaydos

Sunday of Cheese Fare
The Propers for today can be found on page 135, Tone 3, then page 218, in the Divine Liturgy book.

HOLY MYSTERY OF REPENTANCE: Confession is available beginning an hour before Divine Liturgy, and
ending 15 minutes before the start of services.

HOLY COMMUNION AND VISITATION OF THE SICK: Holy Communion can be brought to parishioners
who are ill, in the hospital, or at home. If you would like to receive Communion, or a visit by either Fr. Vasyl or
Deacon Tony, you can send the church an email, and let us know, or contact either one personally.

S fase Gt/ Sl wa 1kl Glosy b Tises Ctrist! Gy shrener!

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: The people of Ukraine, that peace may be soon be restored to their land, our
parishioners, the founders of our parish, our benefactors, those who are sick, and those who cannot make it to
church. Also, Fr. Vasyl Symyon, Charlie Toth, Larissa Toth, Tony Kotlar, Jr., Mary Hrinda, Michael Demyan, Michael
Skovran, Mary Ann Ondrish, Betty Charlock, Elizabeth Hresko, John Hanyok, Ann Marie Elwell, James DeWolfe,
Clara Valeika, Joe Belensky, Kay Dinko, Doris Ruszin, Veronica Ruszin, Anna Martin, Joseph Repasi, Mary Jo Kelly
Wilhelm, Howard Guba, Melanie Copper, Julie Wiegand, Natalie, Edin, and +Walter Lourdes Najera Herder, Mark
and Betsey Herder, our first responders, and all military service men and women throughout the world. Please help us
keep our prayer list up to date. Let us know if we need to remove or add a name by sending an email to our church.

May our Lord Jesus Christ, the Physician and Healer of souls and bodies,
grant them peace and good health for many blessed years!

STEWARDSHIP: You honor God and our Church by continuing to tithe each week. An offertory basket is on the
table in the back of our Temple for your weekly donation. You may also mail your donation to our church, or donate
using Tithe.ly online at: https://tithe.ly/give?c=2346733. The link is also on the first page of our website.

“Remember then, it is the Lord, your God, who gives you the power to acquire wealth” (Dt. 8:18).

SLAVIC/ETHNIC POT-LUCK LUNCHEON: Please join us after Divine Liturgy today for our annual
Slavic/Ethnic pot-luck luncheon. We appreciate everyone who provided a dish!

PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY: Fr. Vasyl will be serving Presanctified Liturgy each Friday during The Great Fast.
Our first service will be held this Friday, February 20, at 6:00pm, Please join us!

1ST SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST/SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY: Fr. Vasyl will be blessing

Icons during Divine Liturgy next Sunday, February 22nd. If you would like to have an Icon blessed, please bring it
to church and place it on the table in front of the pews. Children in ECF will be participating in the Procession of
Icons. Parents, please arrive with your children a few minutes before the start of Liturgy, so we can organize
everyone for the procession. Thank you for your help!

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH: We welcome all new visitors to our parish family, and are happy you are joining us to share
in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and hope you will become an active part of our parish community. We receive the Body and
Blood of Christ in our mouth by spoon; please DO NOT stick out your tongue. All Catholics may receive the Eucharist if you are in
good standing and prepared. If you would like to be added to our parish email list, send us an email at
patronage.church@gmail.com. If you want to make us your home church, registration is the OFFICIAL way to join our
church. Simply complete a census form that is located on the bookrack in the Narthex, or on our website, and either mail it to the
church, or place it in the offertory basket in the back of our Temple. On-line donation information can be found under
“Stewardship” in this bulletin.

“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples” (Isaiah 56:7).
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= Children’s Corner

The Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheesefare)

The Sunday of Forgiveness is the last Sunday before the Start of
the Great Fast (Clean Monday, February 16™). The Sunday of

A . Forgiveness focus is placed on the exile of Adam and Eve from the
Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve were blessed with a beautiful
relationship with God. However, they were tempted by the devil

e N~ O
Oﬂhne Bﬂbﬂ@ StUdy appearing in the form of a serpent to disobey God and eat from
Qr YO[ng Om@\ﬂ the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This event shows us how

6 Tuesdays (18-39 v.0) far we have fallen in sin and separated ourselves from God. During
at 6 PM EST via Zoom The Great Fast, it's a period of fasting. Today’s Gospel reminds us
BETInTITE Join the Bible Study based on the Walking with of our need for God's forgiveness and guides our hearts, minds, and
February 24 Purpose Young Adult Series! Connect with other spiritual efforts on returning to him in repentance.
. women to experience authentic friendships,
2026 scripture-based discussions, and a welcoming

- i G e Ve D GO B e In the Bl'b|f9, look up this quote in Matthew 6:14-15. Using these
e words, fill in the blanks:
Unshaken is part two of the three-part young adult
ies “Opening Y H . . .
Register by February 18 S B A Father men will your forgive their you trespasses

via QR code or visit archpitt.org This Bible study invites young women to fill their spiritual
toolbox with exactly what they need to grow stronger in

their faith. “For if you men trespasses,

Within Unshaken, you will receive the following:
® Six lessons on Scripture readings

Reflections and intentional prayer time YOUT' heavenly also Wl“ FOI"glve ’

°
® Saint stories

® Space to set personal resolutions and goals
o

o

Illustrated Bible verses for personal memorization bu-l- |F you dO no.l- Forgive fheir

Space for weekly prayer intentions

v Participants will need to purchase ’ nel‘l'hef' your Fafher
7 The Office of Youth and their own study book,“Unshaken”

[BYQ) Young Adult Ministry - Opening Your Heart Young
:, The Byzantine Catholic \dult Series — Part Il

forgive trespasses.”

Archeparchy of Pittsburgh available at
www.walkingwithpurpose.com



BLESSED CANDLES: Last Sunday, Fr. Vasyl blessed candles during Divine
Liturgy. If you would like to purchase a candle, you can find them on the table in the
back of our church. Styles and prices vary. Thank you for your purchase!

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF): Parents, our next class is
scheduled for Sunday, March 8, following Divine Liturgy.

ADULT ENRICHMENT: After Divine Liturgy next Sunday, February 2209, we will
be discussing the Presanctified Liturgy. Please join us for our next session!

THE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC LITURGICAL PRACTICE OF OBSERVING

“ALL SOULS” SATURDAYS: Please join us for our next “All Souls” service, with
the reading of the “Hramoty,” on Friday, February 27, at 6:00pm. Please make
note that the other “All Souls” services will be held on Friday, March 6™, March 13th,
and May 229, all at 6:00pm. Members of the family are encouraged to attend these
services on “All Souls,” for by your presence and personal prayers, it strengthens the
bond with your departed loved ones, and indeed keeps their memory eternal!
VICNAJA PAMJAT’!

2026 BYZANTEEN YOUTH RALLY: The Intereparchial Youth Commission
warmly invites all TEENS (ages 13 through high school) to join us on July 9-12,
2026, for the ByzanTEEN Rally to be held at John Carroll University in Cleveland,
Ohio (Eparchy of Parma). Registration is open now! Your registration fee includes all
meals, housing, and programming: Early Bird (before April 1): $350; Full Price
(after April 1): $380; and Sibling Discount (always): $350. More details and
registration forms will be available soon. If your child is interested in attending this
rally, please see Fr. Vasyl.

Ases 45

EARLY I
BIRD IDF\FLL\\[/ “”M/"‘*.Q
neron NLAA IS4 '
&
SIBLIN
£ s OUNT o -
$350 TAKE COURAGE! e
e | HAVE OVERCOME - ‘Y
Registration %
Open;t]);:UAR‘-’ JOHN 16:33 >
9-12 f
FULL PRIC - A_HLNA P
$380 O&CLEVE”LAL &

AFTER APRIL

PATRONAGE CHURCH’S SLAVIC FOOD FESTIVAL: Our festival is on
Saturday, March 28, from 10:00am — 2:00pm. This is one of our biggest
fundraisers, and the proceeds help offset improvements/repair costs for both our
church and rectory. Below is a list of things that will currently help benefit our festival:

1. We are looking for donations of the following: 30Ibs/walnuts; 1-50lb/bag of
flour; and 20Ibs/kluski noodles. Please contact Mary Demyan
(mdemyai @verizon.net), if you would like to donate any of these items.
Please provide a receipt with your donation, and ensure your name is on it.

2. If you would like to make a monetary donation to help offset the cost of
purchasing other supplies for our festival, please make your check payable
to: Patronage Church, and note in the memo that it is for our festival. Cash
will also be accepted. You can either mail your donation to the church or
place it in the offertory basket.

3. The deadline for pre-orders is Friday, March 20t. If you need an order form,
you can find them on the kitchen counter in our social hall. You can also visit
the church’s website (patronagechurch.com), and place an order online.
Completed forms can either be mailed to our church, or placed in the
offertory basket.

4.  We will be making Kolachi on Wednesday, March 25, beginning at 9:00am
(lunch will be provided). Lots of volunteers are needed!

Any monetary or donated items made towards our festival will be included with
your yearly church contributions. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

2026 PARISH CENSUS: We are asking each family in our parish to help us
maintain and keep our church records current by completing a census form. Forms
can be found on our church’s website. Thank you for your help!

EASTERN CATHOLIC PUBLICATIONS: Books are still available from the
commemoration of the 100t Anniversary of the Byzantine Ruthenian Catholic Church
in America, and the arrival of the first Bishop, Basil Takach, in 1924. To order, visit
www.ecpubs.com. The five books include:

1. Basil Takach, The Good Shepherd by Basil Shereghy (1979, 80
pages, $10)

2.  The Byzantine Catholics by Basil Shereghy (1981, 64 pages, $10)

3. History of the Greek Rite by John Slivka (1974, 200 pages, $25)

4. History of the Byzantine Catholic Church in America by Christopher
Zugger (2024, 300 pages, $35)

5.  Byzantine Rite Rusins by Walter Warzeski (1971, 300 pages, $35)
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CLEAN MONDAY: Tomorrow, Monday, February 16th, is the 1st day of The Great Fast in the
Byzantine Catholic Church.

in preparation for The Great FaSt 2026

- regU|ati0nS for the season in accordance with the

Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic

simple abstinence

*The law of simple abstinence forbids the use of meat, but permits the use of eggs and dairy products.
+All faithful of the Eparchy who receive the Eucharist are obliged to observe simple abstinence when
prescribed.

Abstinence is obligatory on all Wednesdays and Fridays of the Great Fast.

strict abstinence

*The law of strict abstinence (fasting) forbids the use and consumption of all meat, eggs and dairy
products.

+All faithful of the Eparchy who receive the Eucharist are obliged to observe strict abstinence when
prescribed.

+Strict abstinence (fasting) is to be observed in 2026 on Pure Monday, February 16t (the 1st day of the
Great Fast), and on Great and Holy Friday, April 3rd.

“Do not neglect the Fast; it constitutes an imitation of Christ’s way of life.”
St. Anthony the Great



23/30
It's niokt just about fiosnct!
Prepare pour prayer
plan toa! Will you
attend Presanctified
Liturgy? Say the Jesus

Prayer? ete?
L]

Dan't fall out of
yaur tree! Make sure
your plan i practical and
safe. Discuss it with your
parents andfor your Spiritual
Father first.

21738

‘When you climb YOUR tres
this lent, will others try to
pull you down? Surround
yourss|l with supportive

friemd.

20/27

Make a plan far fasting and
discuss it with your farmily.
Try to da ane more thing
than you did last year!

1926

Iacchasud worked hard 1o
see lesus. Pray for the grace
to make a goad effort this
Lenit!

January - 1825
Zaechaeus Sunday:

Establish your plan and get
ta climb! Review your epa
ruled  for  fasting and
discuss what this will look
like in your home.

Bsk your parents what
they expect fram yau
this lent. Make a
Eatchaais Tres
Cinnaman Roll!
See the redpe and
instructions.  at
Byzikam.cam!

24/31
Remamber o
rmake a plan to

give almas to
thase wha are
less fortunate!
How will your
Farnily do that
this lant?

ready
rehy's

January 25/ February 1:
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee:

Wark an humility and feast! Did you know that we

are expected NOT to fast at all this week? Even on

Friday! It°s true! We nesd to

practice humility by doing so, o

and aba get rid of all the

goodied in our pantries this

week, Make Publican and

Pharises Conkies)! See the

recipe and instructions at
Byzihasm.cam!

262
FEAST!
Begin ta eat up
the treats you
hawe stoned in your
paritry and
refrigeratar so they
won't ternpt you.

7/3
FEAST!

D il weit by

your family

which foods

are alloeed
and which are
not during the
fast, and why.

il

our Countdown to

Lent Calendar 2026

en Weeks of Preparation

Get readyl Here comes the Great Fast

12/19

Bad habits imgrison these
wha cultivate them. Da
you have any bad

habits that Wou want
oy b Fres fram?

Make a plan to
work an thoss
during the fast.

13/20
Make 2 card or say 2
prayer for those yau
kriow wha are ill.
Sometimes just knowing
LoMmeane cares can help

11/18

Peaple who are
ashamed often can't
fargive themislves Be
quick to farget the shame af
others and never bring it to
aryone’s attention.

10/17
Can you welcome any
strangers in your church,
school, group, or
reetighbiarhood?

February 8/15
Sunday of Meatfare/Last Judgment:

them heal and fes| better.

245
FE&ST

Hurmility it also
sopien.
mﬁ:ﬁﬂ;‘rwm Publican hurnbied
uhin!m himsell. Practice the
decorations inyour  Jesus Prayes today.
haliss ar yaur

roorn for the fast?

30/6
FE&ST!

The Pharises
boaited while the

will e fast
from and which
will you begin te
da during the
fase?

/7

FEAST!

We all need to cultivale
the virtue af hurmility,
which means seeing our-
selves as God does. Pray
for this grace today.

February 1,/
Sunday of the Prodigal Son:

Woark on mercy and fargive

your neighbor. Remember, the

son returned and (2l prastrate
befare his father ta beg

forgiveneds. We do this befare

ouwr Heavenly

Father taa,

when we

make

prostratians

in prayer.

1a/21 cemns

Whatever yau do
for the least of

your friends, you

iy for Jesus! Do

February 15,22
Cheesefare/Forgiveness
Sunday 2/9
VN g Da you know haw to make
proatrations like the Prodigal
Son? You may want to

practice them!
with a clean and humble heart!

/10
s there someane who has
made you angry? Show
them forgiveness taday 1o
prepare for the fast.

a1

The Predigal son took
his father For grarl'tl!li

5/12
The Prodigal San

714 613

What can you do for the |=ast of your
brethren? Listen canefully to this Gospel
reading because it contains the answers ta

the very final, Final Exam of ife! This is
b e will be judged before Gad and it's
important that we get it right. Make Lamb
Cupcakes! See the recipe and instructions

at ByziMam_com!

Today is the first AN

Souls Saturday: Pray
far the Departed!

Make a |t of thase

departed of your
family for whom you
will pray this Lent

The Father
rushed ta grest
his san when he
repented. Be
eager o forgive
those when they
ask you o do Lo,

wad 50 hungry he

longed to eat

(50 to your parents Lo-
diary and tell them how

animal food. Make  much they mean to

& plan o donate

same food to thase

who are in nesd.

yiau.

Compiled 10 coordinate with The Tacchasus Tree by [ynne Waraach:
availabls from e giff shop poge of ByTiMom.com

Designed By Mirna Farabal



CONFIDENTIAL

PATRONAGE OF THE MOTHER OF GOD BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH

1260 Stevens Avenue, Baltimore (Arbutus), Maryland 21227

FAMILY LAST NAME:

Parish Census: 2026

please print legibly

Married:___ Single:___ Widowed:___ Separated:___ Divorced:____

Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:
Home Phone:
HUSBAND’S or SINGLE MALE’S GIVEN NAME:
Cell Phone: Email: Occupation:
Date of Birth: Place of Birth:
Church of Baptism/Chrismation: City: State:
Eastern Rite Tradition Western Rite Tradition:
STATUS: ____Byzantine Ruthenian ____Roman Catholic
(please check ~ ___ Byzantine Ukrainian ___ Protestant
One) Please specify:
____Byzantine Melkite ___ Other
Please specify:
____Other Eastern Catholic
Please specify:
Transfer of Rite Date:
___ Eastern Orthodox
Please specify: Transfer of Rite Church:
WIFE’S or SINGLE FEMALE’S GIVEN NAME:
Cell Phone: Email: Occupation:
Date of Birth: Place of Birth:
Church of Baptism/Chrismation: City: State:
Eastern Rite Tradition Western Rite Tradition:
STATUS: ____Byzantine Ruthenian ____Roman Catholic
(please check  ___ Byzantine Ukrainian ___ Protestant
One) Please specify:
____Byzantine Melkite ___ Other
Please specify:
____Other Eastern Catholic
Please specify:
Transfer of Rite Date:
___ Eastern Orthodox
Please specify: Transfer of Rite Church:
MARRIAGE: Date: Church Name: City: State:

If widowed, give date of death of spouse:

If separated, give date of separation:

If divorced, give date of divorce:

Previously Married to:




CONFIDENTIAL

CHILDREN LIVING AT HOME (please attach another sheet of paper, with the following information, if you need to add additional names):

(1) NAME: Date of Birth: City: State:
Church/Date of Baptism: City: State: Zip Code:
Date of Chrismation: Date of First Communion: Year in School:

(2) NAME: Date of Birth: City: State:
Church/Date of Baptism: City: State: Zip Code:
Date of Chrismation: Date of First Communion: Year in School:

(3) NAME: Date of Birth: City: State:
Church/Date of Baptism: City: State: Zip Code:
Date of Chrismation: Date of First Communion: Year in School:

(4) NAME: Date of Birth: City: State:
Church/Date of Baptism: City: State: Zip Code:

Date of Chrismation:

Date of First Communion:

Year in School:

CHILDREN NOT LIVING AT HOME (please attach another sheet of paper, with the following information, if you need to add additional names):

(1) NAME: Date of Birth: City: State:
Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:
Church/Date of Baptism: City: State: Zip Code:

Marriage Date: Name of Spouse: Location:

(2) NAME: Date of Birth: City: State:
Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:
Church/Date of Baptism: City: State: Zip Code:

Marriage Date: Name of Spouse: Location:

(3) NAME: Date of Birth: City: State:
Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:
Church/Date of Baptism: City: State: Zip Code:

Marriage Date: Name of Spouse: Location:

DEMOGRAPHICS:

Do you want to receive the Eastern Catholic Life (ECL) $20/year (Y or N):
Do you use Tithe.ly (Y or N):

Do you want to receive Offertory Envelopes (Y or N):
Do you prefer to donate by Check/Cash Donation (Y or N):

Current involvement of Patronage Church organizations (list):

Areas of interest for involvement at Patronage Church:

Signed: Date:






