
 The Office of Christian Burial 

according to the  

Byzantine Rite –  

Parastas 



The following booklet was taken from the 1975 publication of our Byzantine funeral service. It 

follows the local customs by excluding parts not prescribed for parochial usage and for brevity. 

The purpose of this booklet is not intended to replace previous or subsequent promulgated 

material, but to provide music and continuity with our current translated pew books. 



THE OFFICE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL  
Parastas 

 

The faithful STAND as the celebrant, concelebrants, and deacon proceed 

 to the place where the Parastas will be served. 

 

  Deacon: Reverend Father, give the blessing. 

 

 Celebrant: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever and forever. 

 

 
 

BLESSING OF THE CASKET 

 

  Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
 

 Celebrant: O Master, Lord our God, through whose mercy the souls of the faithful repose, 

bless the casket of your servant N., and send your holy angel to protect it, so that 

the body which is placed in it may find a peaceful dwelling-place until its 

resurrection at your second coming; and may the soul, absolved of all sin, be 

made worthy of eternal joy in the heavenly choir with all your saints. 

 

   For you are the king of the world, and the savior of our souls, and we give glory 

to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

 

 
 

 Celebrant: This casket is blessed and sanctified by the sprinkling of this holy water, in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

1



 
 

3 times 
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 Celebrant: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and forever. 
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For brevity, the following may be omitted: 

 

 
 

The faithful continue with Psalm 90 

 

He will say to the Lord: My wall, my refuge. 

 my God in whom I trust! 

 

He it is who will save you from the hunter’s snare, 

 and from the deadly pestilence. 

 

With his pinions he will overshadow you, 

 and beneath his wings you shall rest secure. 

 

As a shield his truth shall cover you; 

 you shall not fear the terror of the night 

 nor the arrow that flies by day, 

 

Nor the thing that lurks about in darkness,  

 nor the pestilence or demon of the noon. 

 

Though a thousand may be falling at your side, 

and ten thousand at your right, 

 no harm shall come to you. 

 

But you with your eyes shall observe, 

 and see the retribution of the wicked. 

 

Because you have said: O Lord, you are my hope; 

 and you have taken the Most High as your refuge, 
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no evil shall come close to you, 

 nor shall any scourge approach your dwelling. 

For he will command the angels 

 to watch over all your ways; 

 

in their hands they shall carry you 

 lest you stumble with your foot against a stone. 

 

Upon the asp and viper you shall tread; 

 the lion and the dragon you shall trample. 

 

Because he trusted in me, I will save him; 

 I will protect him, for he knew my name. 

 

He will call on me, and I will save him; 

 I am with him at the time of distress; 

 I will deliver him and give him glory. 

 

With length of days I will feed him, 

 and my salvation I will let him see. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

 now and ever and forever. Amen. 

 

Three times, with a bow each time: 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Glory to you, O God! 

 

The faithful may SIT as the Litany begins: 

 

  Deacon: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
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   For the servant[s] of God N., and for (his-her-their) blessed repose, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 

 
 

If the service be for the deceased in general, the following petition replaces the previous: 

 

   For the souls of all who through the ages have departed in the true faith in the 

hope of resurrection and eternal life; for our departed fathers, brothers, and 

sisters; for the blessed founders and benefactors of this holy church [or: this holy 

place], let us pray to the Lord. (2) 

 

   That (his-her-their) every transgression committed deliberately or through human 

frailty be forgiven (him-her-them), let us pray to the Lord. (1) 

 

That (he-she-they) be numbered with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, let us pray to 

the Lord. (2) 

 

That (his-her-their) soul[s] be committed to the region of the living, to the place 

of light where the all the Saints and the Just repose, let us pray to the Lord. (1) 

 

That (he-she-they) stand uncondemned before the fearsome judgment-seat of 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord. (2) 

 

That (he-she-they) inherit the eternal kingdom of heaven, let us pray to the Lord. 

(1) 

 

That (he-she-they) share the constant joy prepared for the Saints from the 

beginning of time, let us pray to the Lord. (2) 

 

That we be delivered from all affliction, wrath and need, let us pray to the Lord. 

(1) 

 

Protect us, save us, have mercy on us, and preserve us, O God, by your grace. (2) 
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Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, the 

Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary with all the saints, let us commit ourselves and 

one another and our whole life to Christ our God. 

 

 
 

 Celebrant: For you are the resurrection, the life, and the blessed repose of your departed 

servant[s] N., O Christ our God, and we glorify you together with your eternal 

Father, and your all-holy, gracious and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and 

forever. 

 

 
 

ALLELUIA 

 

   

  Deacon: 

 

 

 

  

 Response: 

 

 

 

  Deacon: Blessed are they whom you have chosen and received, O Lord. 

 

  

 Response: 

 

 

 

  Deacon: They are remembered from generation to generation. 
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 Response: 

 

 

 

 

The faithful continue with the singing of the Troparia and Theotokion: 

 

Resurrection Tone 8 

 
 

 

Cantor 
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Resurrection Tone 8 

 
 

 

For the following stations, the celebrant sings the verses and the faithful sing the refrain. 

 

FIRST STATION 

 

Verse: 

 
  

Refrain: 
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Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: Blessed are you, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 

 

Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: Blessed are you, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 

 

Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: Blessed are you, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 

 

Verse: 
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Refrain: 

 

 
 

SECOND STATION 

 

Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: 

 
 

Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: O Savior, save the soul[s] of your servant[s]. (As above) 

 

Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: O Savior, save the soul[s] of your servant[s]. (As above) 
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Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: O Savior, save the soul[s] of your servant[s]. (As above) 

 

Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: O Savior, save the soul[s] of your servant[s]. (As above) 

 

Verse: 

 
 

Refrain: 

 
 

For the following HYMNS OF THE DECEASED, the celebrant sings the verse 

and the faithful sing the hymns. 

 

Verse: 
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For brevity, the following hymns may be omitted; however, the last four are always taken: 

 

Hymn: 

 
 

 
 

Verse:  Blessed are You, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 

 

Hymn: 

 
 

Verse:  Blessed are You, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 
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Hymn: 

 
 

Verse:  Blessed are You, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 

 

 

Hymn: 

 
 

 

Verse:  Blessed are You, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 
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Hymn: 

 
 

 

Verse:  Blessed are You, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 

 

 

Hymn: 

 
 

 

Verse:  Blessed are You, O Lord; guide me by your precepts. (As above) 

15



Hymn:

 
 

The faithful STAND for the conclusion of the Hymns of the Deceased. 

 

Verse: 

 
 

Hymn: 
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SIDALEN 

 

All     Resurrection Tone 5 (adapt.) 
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Cantor 

 
 

All 

 
 

The faithful may SIT for the singing of the Irmos and Troparia of Ode One. 

All of the verses are chanted by the celebrant. 

 

ODE ONE 

 

Irmos:   “Jako po suchu pišeštvovav Izrail’…” 

 

18



Verse: 

 
 

 

 
 

Verse:  O Lord, rest the soul[s] of your departed servant[s]. (As above) 

 

 
 

Verse: 
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Verse: 
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KONTAKION 

Resurrection Tone 8 

 
 

OIKOS 

 

 Celebrant: (Recitando) You alone, who created and fashioned man, are immortal; for we 

earthlings, being made from the earth, shall also return to the same earth, as you, 

my Maker, commanded, saying to me: “Because you are earth you shall also 

return into the earth,” where all mortals shall go, singing as our funeral hymn: 

 

Response: 

 
 

After the Odes, the faithful may STAND and sing: 
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A Panachida may now be sung; 

otherwise, the Parastas concludes with the Dismissal. 

 

PANACHIDA 

  

 

 Celebrant:  
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 Celebrant: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and forever. 

 

 
 

Troparia – Tone 4 
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Litany for the Deceased: 

 

  Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mercy, we pray you, hear and 

have mercy. 

 

 
 

    Again we pray for the repose of the soul[s] of the departed servant[s] of God, 

(Name/s), and that (his-her-their) every transgression, voluntary and involuntary 

be forgiven. 

 

 
 

May the Lord God commit (his-her-their) soul[s] to the place where the just 

repose. 
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For the mercy of God, for the kingdom of heaven, and for the remission of (his-

her-their) sins, let us beseech Christ, the immortal King and our God. 

 

 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
 

The celebrant prays aloud: 

 

 Celebrant: O God of spirits and of all flesh, you trampled death and broke the power of the 

devil and granted life to your world. Now grant rest, O Lord, to the soul[s] of 

your departed servant[s] (Name/s), in a place of light, joy, and peace where there 

is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning. As a good and loving God, forgive every sin 

committed by (him-her-them) in word, deed, or thought, since there is no one 

who lives and does not sin. You alone are without sin; your justice is eternal 

justice; and your word is truth. 

 

For you, O Christ our God, are the resurrection, the life, and the repose of your 

departed servant[s] (Name/s), and we give glory to you, with your eternal Father, 

and your all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. 
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Dismissal: 

 

  Deacon: Wisdom! 

 

 Response: 

 
 

 Celebrant: Glory to you, O Christ God, our hope, glory to you. 

 

 Response: 

 
 

 

 Celebrant: May Christ our true God [risen from the dead] who rules over the living and the 

dead place the soul[s] of his departed servant[s] in the abode of the just and grant 

(him-her-them) rest in the bosom of Abraham and number (him-her-them) among 
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the just, and have mercy on us and save us through the prayers of his most pure 

Mother; and of the holy, glorious, and illustrious apostles; of our venerable and 

God-bearing fathers; and through the prayers of all the saints; for Christ is good 

and loves us all. 

 

 
 

Intonation for the Deceased: 

 

 Celebrant: In blessed repose, grant, O Lord, eternal rest to your departed servant[s] (Name/s) 

and remember (him-her-them) forever. 

 

 Response:
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Patronage of the Mother of God 

✠   CATHOLIC CHURCH   ✠  

Byzantine Ruthenian Rite 

 

Eparchy of Passaic 

Most Rev. Kurt Burnette, Bishop 

Very Rev. Vasyl Symyon, Administrator 

Fr. Deacon Anthony Kotlar, Deacon 

 

1260 Stevens Avenue 

Arbutus (Baltimore), Maryland 21227-2644 

Phone: 410-247-4936 

Fax: 410-247-1542 

 

www.patronagechurch.com 

facebook.com/patronagechurch 
 

 

2026 




